To the High and Honourable Court of —&w 


PARLIAMENT: 
| | * | 
The Deplorable Caſe of a Multitude of Miſerable Priſoners, in the ReſpeQiive 


Priſons of Ezgland; eſpecially thoſe of it's Metropolitan City, vis; 
| LONDON, Hurhbly Stated: 


Moſt Noble Senato2s, 


= E canndt but confeſſe; we and our Families, are Your Debtors - ſince 
&- Ye Honourably endeavoured to cure our Calamities, in affording us 
that Gracious Ac, lately publiſhed for our Relief : But, ſuch is the 
Cruelty of our Creditors, with the Combinations of Jaylors,that very 
few received any benefit thereby. Abundance that at that time were 
capable to embrace Your Offer, do notwithſtanding continue in their 
Sad and Languiſhing Condition : ſeveral having ſince periſhed ; and 
many others do ſtil lye ſubject to the ſaid Fate. 5 
7s w Since which we cannot but remember with Prayers, and Tears, 
that Ye, our Englandg Wozthfes, had prepared anothet Bill, to amend the DefeCts of Your 
Former Act; which ſaid DefeRs obſtructed the Intenſions of Your Piety, and Charity. 
Theſe Bleſſed Inſtances of Your Care to prevent Our utter Ruine, hath fixed a Belief in us, 
That among rhe many Breaches Ye are agreeing to repair, Ye will again Remember ours. 
The Motives which induced Ye to that Noble Undertaking, may now be rather enlarged, than 
contracted, if You pleaſe to conſider ; ; 
That our Diffaſtors were occaſioned by the Warre, the Plague, and Fire. 


That Your Endeavours in your late At to relieve us, became fruſtrate, by the Crafts, Cove- 
touſneſs, and Cruelties of Incendiaries. 


That the Several Priſons of England, ſince that time, have been extreamly filled ; infomuch 
that it is the Great Mercy of Almighty God, that we have not been all deſtroyed by Famine, 
and Infetious Diſcaſes. 

In ſome Priſons in and about London, Fifty Perſons, and ſome-times more, are confined to 
the Compaſle of one Room; in which Room twenty cannot be conveniently diſpoſed : By 
which meanes they annoy each other, infect the whole Priſon , and may occaſion another 
Plague z which God forbid, ; | | 

It would be too tedious to Narrative our Grievances, arid Oppreſſions, being uſed rather like 
Slaves, than Chriſtians, by the Tyranny of Creditors, and the Barbarovus Inſulting Severities 
of Jaylors, and their Janizaries; by whoſe Mercileſs uſage they arc daily made more, and 
more incapable to pay their Debts; fince whatſoever they can either Beg, or Borrow, is too 
little to ſatisfie the Avarice of theſe Devouring Wolves. All being reduced to ſuch an hel 
leſs Condition, as render them fit Objects for Your Mercy; whereby at leaſt Forty Thouſand 
Sad and Miſerable Perſons, may be in their Various Capacities, cnabled to ſerve His Majeſty, 
themſelves, and Friends, - to whom naw they become a Burthen; whilſt their Wives, and Chil- 
dren, though at liberty, Periſh abroad for want. OS | 

The Verity of what is here Aferted, if it be not ſufficiently Obviors already, will eaſily be 
manifeſted to a Committee appointed to inſpe&t it; to whom many other things touching Pri- 
ſoners, and Priſons, will be made known, that this Seſſion of Parlſament may afford ſome- 
what of redreſſe to the Drooping Spirits of ſuch an Army of helpleſſc Ergliſh- Mer : whoſe mi- 
ſery, Heaven Grant, no future Age may parallel, -- CT = | 

Poſt Wozthy Patrtots, Your Aſſiſtance in this Caſe is a Work of Piety, and Praiſe, and. 
carrieth it's reward along with it. J1f the Breaking of our Toake 3 tbe letting of a ſmall number of 
Oppreſſed go free ;, the Pleading of the Cauſe of a few Poor, and needy, be an Acceprable thing with 
God: The breaking of ſo many Thouſand Bonds, and pleading their Cauſe, that have no Helper, cor 
Earthly Redeemer but-Your ſelves, will certainly be much more Acceptable. 
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| And we may Rationally conclude, will not only cauſe Showres of Bleſſings on You, bot En- | 
faile them on Your Polterities'; which is, and ſhall ever be, the Continual Prayers of 


Moſt Honoured Sirs, 
Your Poor and Diſtreſſed Supplicants, oc. -->.:: * 
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